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Synopsis

The best-selling novel featuring the "wonderfully epic hero" (People) who inspired the hit film Jack
Reacher. Skilled, stealthy, and anonymous, Jack Reacher is the perfect man for the job: to
assassinate the vice president of the United States. Theoretically. The head of a high-level Secret
Service security detail wants Reacher to find the holes in her system - and fast. A group of
desperate men already has the vice president in its sights. And it will stop at nothing to realize its
objective. The assassins have planned well. But they never planned on Jack Reacher. See Jack

Reacher now in his first major motion picture!
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Customer Reviews

Some people want Vice President-elect, Brook Armstrong dead. They tried to kill him in September.
They had the silencer on the gun and the perfect location but the bullet missed. No one in the crowd
heard the gun shot. Armstrong’s hair stirred as the bullet moved past him but he thought it was
nothing more than the wind. The attempt was a failure and no one noticed. They would try again.
Soon. ...So begins Lee Child’s newest and best book to date, WITHOUT FAIL. ...This is the sixth in
the series. WITHOUT FAIL takes the readers behind the scenes of the Secret Service and shows us
how they react to situations, why they do what they do to protect the people they’re hired to protect,
and we also get to see the measures they go through to do their job successfully.Lee Child’s books
get better and better with each addition to the series. WITHOUT FAIL is a real page-turner with

plenty of excitement all through it. Child has not only made a detailed study of his character, but he



has delved into the workings of the military and government. Yes, on occasion Reacher and
Neagley sometimes seem to have superhuman powers, but the readers will willingly forgive those
moments to cheer on the heroes of this story.This new fast paced novel not only keeps you on your
toes trying to figure out who wants to kill the Vice President-elect but also keeps you wondering
why. Child gives us the answers to the questions as the book progresses. We start to understand
how personal childhood experiences control our actions as adults.In WITHOUT FAIL, Child has

written a wonderfully thrilling story. | highly recommend this well written book.

While Frederick Forsyth’s "The Day of the Jackal" is the classic assassination thriller, Lee Child hits
another home run with "Without Fail", a page turner with all the technical accuracy of "Jackal" and
the extra dose of adrenaline one would expect from Lee Child. Child’s hulking loner Jack Reacher
certainly has the mind of an assassin, and in "Without Fail", he is contracted by Secret Service
agent M.E. Froelich to audit the security for the Vice President of the United States, the target of a
threatened assassination. Froelich happens to be the former lover of Reacher’s older brother, Joe,
the former Treasury Department agent killed in action years before. What follows is an extremely
credible portrayal of the US Secret Service and the challenges they face in protecting the holders of
our highest public offices. As with all Child/Reacher novels, this one is well researched rich in detail.
But just as the detail begins to hint at tedium, Child metes out another measure of plot twist, keeping
the reader anxiously waiting for the next installment. Lee Child is a true student of pace,
understanding the fine balance between plot development and action. Reacher’s no-nonsense
perspective on justice, crime and punishment is faithfully intact, but in "Without Fail", we meet
Reacher’s female equivalent, the formidable and lethal Frances Neagley, an ex-Army buddy of
Reacher’s. Like Child’s hero, this is an austere, blunt, and powerful novel, ultimately predictable but

never disappointing along the way. Entertainment in print simply does not get much better than this.

So far, author Child has yet to deliver anything less than a riveting book. Without Fail gives us
Reacher in the ultimate urban setting: the heart of the Secret Service in DC. What would, in less
capable hands, have been a deadly dull tale of a highly experienced outsider brought in to help the
woman in charge of the detail protecting the vice president-elect is, in Child’s hands, a fascinating
study of how seemingly innocuous pieces of evidence lead from point to point until the reason
behind the threats and assassination attempts is revealed.Writing in the spare, tight prose that has
become synonymous with Reacher’s character--this man who owns almost nothing, lives anywhere,

but is not emotionally unencumbered--the plot builds in pitch until it hits a crescendo, literally in the



middle of nowhere. Reacher and his associate, Frances Neagley, (former military associate he has
called upon for assistance on this job) work together like the proverbial well-oiled machine, and it is
pure pleasure to witness how they think, how they deduce, how they calculate odds, risks, plans of
action.The author allows the behavior of the primary characters to reveal their inner lives, rather
than wasting precious narrative time (and flow) on attempts to explain them from the outside-in.
Final words, a half-written letter, the touch of one hand on another all have great import as a

result.This is a fine book. Most highly recommended.

NOTE - SPOILERS AHEAD. | am stunned that no other reviewer has mentioned the fundamental
flaw of this book. This is a mystery - who is trying to kill the vice-president? Like any good mystery it
invites the reader to sleuth along with the investigators. The reader rightly expects that the bad guy
is a character in the book; the question is, which one? But in this book, the bad guys are not
characters in the book, they simply drop from the heavens once the story is 90 percent finished,
leaving the reader feeling fundamentally cheated. | found this doubly disappointing because | had
thought that Child understood this rule - Tripwire, for example, was a near to a perfect mystery as |
have read. It leaves the reader with the sense that all of the clues were there, and had he just
thought about them harder, he could have solved this, too. It is too bad, because Jack Reacher is
indeed a great, escapist fiction character, and Child has a flair for research, economical writing and
complex plotting. But one more book like this and | will give up on this series!
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